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ISLAND STATE VULNERABILITIES IN A
CHANGING CLIMATE
The Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe is
a small volcanic archipelago in the Gulf of Guinea,
with a mainly agricultural economy and a low average
income. Its main export crop, cocoa, has substantially
declined in recent years due to drought. The
increasing frequency and severity of coastal and river
ﬂash ﬂoods and storms are causing signiﬁcant
damage and losses in other sectors. Fisheries, which
employ 15 percent of the workforce and provide 70
percent of the national protein intake, are particularly
impacted. Tourism infrastructure in coastal areas is

SETTING TARGETS THAT GO BEYOND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

MULTISECTORAL PLAN TO STRENGTHEN
RESILIENCE
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become an increasing challenge. During disasters,
children are particularly at risk of malnutrition and of
contracting waterborne diseases in outbreaks caused
by ﬂoods or pollution of water sources, compounded
by poor access to water and sanitation.

The Capacity for Disaster Reduction
Initiative (CADRI) facilitated continuous
discussions about clarification of mission and
actions of each government body. The country
has largely benefited from the CADRI guidance
and has improved in diverse ways the
relationship between partners. We believe
that best practices based on CADRI
experience have served to encourage
different government entities to have clear
interventions in many sectors to incorporate
risk reduction approaches into the various
national plans and programmes.
Carlos Mendes DIAS,
Coordinator of the National Disaster Preparedness and
Response Council (CONPREC)

